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DOCUMENT  2735 

HENRY  KEYS 

called  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  Prosecution,  being  first 
duly  sworn,  was  examined  and  testified  as  follows! 

DIRECT  EXAMINATION 

* 

Q  (By  Major  Kerr)  Will  you  state  your  name,  please? 

A  Henry  Keys;  K-e-y-s . 

Q  Your  age? 

A  35. 

Q  What  is  your  home  address? 

A  I  haven’t  got  a  home  address,  but  my  military  address  at 
present  is  care  of  AFWESPAC,  Public  Relations,  APO  707. 

Q  What  is  your  occupation,  Mr.  Keys? 

A  Correspondent. 

Q  For  what  newspaper  or  newspapers? 

A  London  Daily  Express. 

Q  How  long  have  you  followed  that  occupation? 

A  I  have  been  about  15  years  a  correspondent,  the  last  four 
years  a  war  correspondent. 

Q  Did  you  come  into  Manila  with  the  American  troops  in  February, 
1945? 


A  Yes. 

Q  Did  you  enter  the  Intramuros  area  with  those  troops? 

A  Yes.  On  February  23rd  in  the  afternoon  when  they  put  up  a 


foot  bridge  I  walked  over  it. 

Q  Please  describe  to  the  Commission  what  you  observed  within 
the  Intramuros  area  at  the  time  you  entered  it. 


A  Crossing  the  foot  bridge  to  the  steps  of  the  mint  I  saw 
hundreds  of  refugees  from  Intramuros.  They  were  ragged.  .  Some  of 
them  were  very  shell-shocked.  Many  of  them  bore  various  wounds. 
Some,  I  don’t  doubt,  were  from  shells.  There  were  many  others, 


however,  who  were  being  carried  on  litters  by  Chinese  litter 
bearers  who  had  masks  over  thoif  faces,  and  they  bore  './hat  I 
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could  recognize  as  bayonet  wounds  and  some  were  saber  cuts. 

Others  were  very  emaciated,  starved,  skin  Just  hanging  to  their 
arms.  There  wercnft  enough  litters  to  go  around. 

I  met  a  Lieutenant  who  said  "Come  along  to  the  St.  Augustine 
Convent  if  you  really  want  to  see  something".  So  I  followed  him 
and  some  Chinese  litter  bearers  upon  a  narrow  street  which  was 
heavily  mined.  The  Lieutenant  stepped  backward  and  forward 
carefully  and  we  stepped  through  the  mines  and  then  I  went  into 
the  courtyard  of  the  St.  Augustine  Convent.  There  was  a  statue  — 
I  forget  what  statue  it  was,  but  there  was  a  statue  that  had  been 
battered  and  around  it  built  up  on  chairs  and  other  pieces  of 
furniture  were  some  crazy  shelters  made  roughly  of  corrugated 
iron.  They  were  about  waist-high,  I  knelt  down  and  I  looked 
inside  and  the  first  thing  I  saw  was  a  dead  girl.  One  of  her 
feet  was  crushed  to  pulp  and  her  mouth  was  broken  and  a  lot  of 
blood  had  come  from  it. 

From  there  I  went  over  behind  the  statue  into  the  column 
veranda  of  the  convent,  and  on  my  right  I  saw  a  body  of  a  little 
boy  in  a  kneeling,  crouching  position  with  a  bullet  hole  through 
the  base  of  the  skuli.  lc  was  quite  definitely  a  bullet  hole. 

Then  I  looked  to  the  left  and  it  took  me  some  time  to  realize 
what  it  was,  but  it  was  a  pile  of  bodies  Just  thrown  carelessly 
together,  more  or  less,  I  suppose,  to  get  them  out  of  the  way  and 
in  one  place.  And  they  wore  covered  with  a  fine  gray  ash  and  a 
lot  of  dust. 

Some  of  those  I  saw  were  covered  with  —  bore  bayonet  wounds. 
Others  had  other  wounds  which  1  did  not  recognise  but  which  I 
I  assumed  might  have  been  caused  by  gionado  or  shell-fire  or 

something  like  that. 

Then  a  little  bit  beyond  chat  I  sew  two  other  people;  two 
women.  They  were  just  lying  there  like  animals,  one  woman  lying 
back,  her  eyes  wide  and  3ter:-y<  She  was  olive  bur.  no  movement. 


And  the  other  was  lying  under  a  blaiiket  and  she  was  looking  at 
us,  but  no  movement  either, 
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Lieutenant  kneeling  against  a  girl  whose  mouth  had  been  snautcreq 
by  blows  with  something,  I  don't  know  what.  It  could  have  been 
a  rifle  butt,  but  it  was  certeinly  something  solid.  And  she 
bore  other  wounds  on  her  body  and  was  barely  breathing.  The 
Licutonant  gently  patted  her  lips  and  was  dropping  water  into 
her  mouth. 

You  see,  there  weren't  enough  medics  or  anybody  around  with 
any  experience  to  do  anything  for  these  people  other  than  to  give 
them  what  a  little  relief  was  possible  with  virtually  nothing. 

0  Excuse  me.  Was  that  an  American  Lieutenant? 

t 

i  Yes.  They  were  all  Americans.  ’ 

Then  a  little  bit  to  the  right  of  her  there  was  another 
doorway  and  I  went  inside  there.  It  seemed  like  a  room  which 
might  have  been  a  meeting  room  or  a  living  room.  It  was  in  a 
pretty  bad  shape.  And  Just  to  the  left  of  that  there  seemed  to 
be  a  kitchen,  but  in  this  living  room  section  was  a  beautiful 
Filipino  girl  lying  on  her  back  and  a  soldier  called  mo  over  and 
he  said  "Look  at  thisl"  He  said  "She  told  us  that  a  Jap  hacked 
her  feet  off",  and  he  lifted  a  blanket  thrt  was  lying  over  her 
feet.  Her  feet  had  been  cut  off  and  the  stumps  tied  with  what 
I  took  to  be  handkerchiefs. 

I  didn't  feel  very  good  at  that  and  I  didn't  look  very  long. 
And  lying  almost  feet  to  feet  with  her  was  a  Japanese  soldier. 

He  was  the  only  decent,  whole  piece  of  humanity  in  the  place;  th 
only  clean  piece  of  humanity.  He  was  dressed  in  a  white  singlet 
on  the  shirt  and  some  pants.  He  was  lying  there  like  an  animal 
and  I  was  told  that  he  hod  been  there  some  weeks,  having  been 
brought  In  when  he  was  ill  and  cared  for  by  the  nuns. 
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CROSS  EXAMINATION 

Q  (By  Captain  Reel)  Did  you  see  the  bodies  of  any  Japanese  militai 
men  in  that  area? 


A  Not  in  the  convent.  Outside 


Q  And  were  there  quite  a  few  dead  Japanese  bodies  outside0 
A  No,  there  were  not. 

£)  Did  you  anywhere  in  the  Intramuros  area  see  a  large  number  of 
dead  Japanese? 

A  No.  I  didn't  see  a  large  number  of  Japanese,  no. 

Q  Of  those  Japs  that  you  did  see  dead  were  they  in  uniform? 

A  I  think  they  were.  My  recollection  is  not  clear  on  that. 

Q  Could  you  tell  us  to  the  best  of  your  recollection  whether  they 
wore  Navy  uniforms? 

A  No.  I  don't  know  whether  they  were  Army  or  Navy. 

Q  I  see.  v’here  were  you  during  the  battle  for  Intramuros? 

A  Well,  I  watched  it  for  a  couple  of  weeks  from  the  National  City 
Bank  Building  while  we  v/ere  shelling  the  place.  \/e  didn't  bomb  it 
for  fear  of  indiscriminate  dropping  of  bombs,  but  we  wore  shelling 
what  we  believed  to  be  military  objectives  where  Japanese  had  guns, 
and  so  on,  in  an  effort  not  to  hit  more  civilians  than  we  could 


Q  And  you  say  this  shelling  lasted  about  two  weeks? 

A  Something  like  two  weeks.  It  may  have  been  a  little  more  than 


0  And  would  you  describe  it  as  "point-blank"  artillery  fire? 

A  rfell,  not  "point-blank."  The  guns  were  quite  a  way  back,  most 
of  them  up  in  Grace  Perk  several  miles  back. 

Q  So  that  it  wasn't  "point-blank"  but  normal  artillery  fire  several 
miles  away? 

A  Normal  artillery  fire  several  miles  away  with  the  O.P.  in  the 
National  City  Bank  Building. 

0  Do  you  know  *»hat  other  weapons  woro  used  to  redude  Intramuros? 

A  Tho  guns,  as  much  as  240  millimeter  guns.  They  were  used  on  the 
second  last  days  against  the  wall  to  brep2&  tho  wall  from  the 
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mint  to  the  public  market. 

Q  How  many  guns  were  used  altogether,  if  you  know? 

A  No.  I  couldn't  say  the  number  of  guns,  but  I  con  tell  you  th 
on  the  day  on  which  we  bombarded  the  wall  we  pumped  in  something 
like  ten  thousand  rounds. 

Q  That  was  in  one  day? 

A  That  was  in  an  hour. 

Q  Ten  thousand  in  an  hour’ 


0  Do  you  know  of  any  other  weapons  besides  the  artillery  guns 

%  *  *'■ 

that  were  used? 

A  There  were  some  mortars.  The  Japanese  used  a  lot  of  mortars  in 
and.  out  of  Intramuros  when  v/e  were  approaching  it  and  also  inside. 
While  I  was  in  there  they  were  using  some  mortar  and  rifles. 

Q  And  we  used  mortars,  too? 

A  Yes.  We  we re  using  mortars  from  outside. 

C'  And  what  other  weapons  were  used? 

A  Rifles,  carbines,  and  so  on. 

Q  Any  flame  throwers? 

A  I  didn't  see  any  flame  throwers. 

Q  Any  machine  guns? 

A  Oh,  yes;  machine  gur.s. 

Q  And  you  say  this  lasted  about  two  weeks? 

A  About  two  weeks. 

0  Pretty  fierce  battle'’ 

A  I  beg  your  pardon? 

Pretty  fierce  battle,  yes.  It  was  pretty  fierce. 

CAPTAIN  FEEL*  That's  all. 


REDIRECT  EXAMINATION 

0  (By  Major  Kerr)  One  further  question,  sir.  When  you 
entered  the  Intramuros  area  you  did  so  as  a  war  correspondent, 

did  you  not? 

A  As  a  war  correspondent,  yes, 

MAJOR  KERR:  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Keys* 

(Fitness  excused.) 

Hr  -W  V?v  i .  "  6  - 
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